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Formed in the Phoenix area in 2006, Night Groove is a 6-9 piece entertainment band, playing a unique 

variety of R&B, jazz, soul, and rock. With driving rhythms, a fiery horn section, and diverse vocals, Night 

Groove Band provides a soulful and unparalleled brand of live music entertainment for a wide range of 

events and venues.  Led by an experienced core of professional musicians, Night Groove Band  has an 

ΨƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ-energy array of music ς that will have any audience dancing and 

grooving the night away! This is what our clients are saying about Night Groove: 

 “Night Groove did an awesome job at the Fest. Good feedback from the audience, great job Night Groove, we 
loved it!”  James T, Sierra Vista, AZ 

 “Very professional, tight sounding. The band made our reception into a real party. Everyone wanted the band to 
keep playing. I highly recommend Night Groove to anyone who wants a great band that will keep everyone 
dancing until they drop…” Casey O., Scottsdale, AZ 

 “I originally met Night Groove Band at the Phoenix Bridal Expo and I liked them right away!    As any bride will tell 
you, it is so important to hear from your vendors on a regular basis so that you know everyone is up to speed on 
your plans.  They did exactly this.  We met with Tim one night to discuss our ideas for our wedding.  He was so 
easy to work with and had many suggestions for us.  We hired them that night and it was smooth sailing from 
there.  We had non- traditional acoustic songs for our ceremony and the band was so much fun during the 
reception! We are so glad we hired them; the band made our wedding that much more perfect. ”. Christie, 
Phoenix, AZ 

Night Groove Band  has some of the best musicians in the Valley!  The experience and variety of music that 

our members can play make Night Groove Band  the right band for just about any event! 
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Ronda Wilson ς Lead Vocals     
Originally from Columbus, Ohio, Ronda is a dynamic vocalist whose soulful style is an eclectic blend of 
R&B, Soul, Jazz, Funk, and Gospel. Performing since the age of 5, Ronda is a veteran musician. She 
signed her first recording deal with Epic Records as a solo artist in 1999, under the stage name Jordan 
Brown. Her music has been featured in the major motion pictures, Down to Earth and The Barbershop, 
as well as the Sony Christmas Compilation, A Season of Soul and Sounds. Ronda has shared the stage 
with many artists, including Ginuwine, Shirley Caesar, and Yolanda Adams, to name a few. Ronda 
credits her musical style to the influence of her father and countless other artists including Amel 
Larrieux, Rachelle Ferrell, Stevie Wonder, Tamia, and Yolanda Adams.  

 
Cornelius ά/ƻǊƴέ Bishop ς Lead Vocals 
Originally from Cleveland, Ohio, Corn has an extensive background in 
the field of vocal performance. He holds a diploma in graphic art, but 
has always been music. A BMI affiliated singer/songwriter, he has accumulated more than 
twenty-five years of experience writing music and performing in bands for a variety of venues 
including country clubs, dance clubs, weddings, casinos, and corporate gatherings. Corn has 
shared the stage with recording artists such as J.J. Jackson, Dionne Warwick, Dobie Gray, Gene 
Chandler, Jerry Butler, Martha Reeves and the Vandellas, Melba Moore, and Bobby Caldwell. He 
has made numerous radio and television recordings for commercial use for organizations such 
as the United Way and the American Heart Association.  

 
Tim Cornelius, Band Leader ς Guitar 

Tim has been playing the guitar since he was 8 years old, and has worked hard to perfect his 
skill. Tim's love of music has driven his desire to form bands and attract players who complement 
one another. Tim's early musical training was in jazz guitar with the Kansas State Jazz Band and 
other smaller Kansas groups.  As his musical interests grew, he organized other bands doing classic 
rock, blues, R&B, country, soul and disco.  Tim formed Night Groove Band  in 2006 to develop an 
old and new school variety big band.  He frequently says: we must have a driving rhythm section, 

ΨŎŀǳǎŜ there is no substitute for "Live Horns"!   

 

Johnny Sanchez ς Bass Guitar 
Johnny started to play music at the age of 11. He has had the good fortune of being 
mentored by some of the greatest Jazz bassists still with us today.  He has played for events 
such as the London Day Parade and Lords of London, flown to Taiwan to play at the Blue 
Note, and has performed at countless other music venues internationally.  Johnny loves Jazz 
and has created his own percussive yet warm style, which works well with any genre of 
music.   

 
 

Greg Balas ς Sax, Flute 
Originally from the Pittsburgh area, Greg has been playing around town in various jazz, blues, and R&B 

ensembles. His playing has been influenced immensely by his hometown hero Stanley Turrentine. 
Other major influences include Jimmy Forrest, King Curtis, Sonny Stitt, Sonny Rollins, Dexter Gordon, 
Grover Washington, Jr., Ronnie Laws, Gerald Albright, and Sax Gordon, among others. A very sincere 
and passionate player, Greg enjoys playing most when it is with friends and helps bring joy to others. 
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Joey Leva ς Trumpet 
As a trumpeter, pianist, composer, arranger, educator, bandleader and producer, Joey keeps a busy 

ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǎŎŜƴŜΦ Iƛǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 5ƛŀƴŀ wƻǎǎΣ YΦ/ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Sunshine Band, Buddy Miles, Curtis Fuller, James Moody, Phillip Walker, California Music Circus, 

Bobby Watson, Disney Land Band, Carnival Cruise Lines, and more.  As an educator he teaches 
trumpet and jazz arranging at Paradise Valley Community College. 

 

Mark Witt ς Trombone & Harmonica 
Mark has performed with many local and national acts, including  Ray Charles, Shirley Jones and 
Jimmy Dorsey Big Band, PanAmerican Orchestra, Fuorza Latina, Latina Esspression, C.C. Ryder 
Express, Monte Procopio, Rhythm City Express, Doc Jones Big Band, Mesa and Glendale 
Community College big bands, Phoenix College orchestra and big band, Extreme Decibel Big 
Band, Lime Light Entertainment, Peter Zale, Rick Aldrich and the Night Groove Band.  Being a 
music educator for many years and a successful arranger, Mark has also played any many of the 
well known churches across the Phoenix area.   

Lance Freedlund ς Keys 

Lance started playing keys in a country & western group in Flagstaff. Throughout his musical career 
he has played the keys in nearly every genre of music from country & western to disco to heavy rock 
to Vegas-style show bands. After relocating to Phoenix, Lance began working the wedding circuit with 
various musicians throughout the Valley when he primarily played jazz standards. He ultimately 
ended found his true love by playing in large horn bands and is still doing that today.  

 
         

Dwayne Dedrick ς Drums 
Originally from Dayton Ohio, Dwayne has been playing the drums since the age of 2.  At the young age 
of 5, he began his profeǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘǊǳƳƳƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ hƘƛƻΩǎ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ϧ¢ƘŜ .ŀƪŜǊ 
Singers". His unique style enables him to cross into many genres of music including Gospel, Reggae, 
Rhythm & Blues, and more. His talent has blossomed into an extraordinary music career that has 
allowed him to tour extensively both domestically and internationally to play for some of the industry's 
most renowned singers and musicians, such as Ky-mani Marley, Morgan Heritage, Everton Blender, J 
Boog, Laza Morgan, The Original General Smiley & Papa Michigan, Peetah Morgan, Mojo Morgan, Cyril 
Neville, Bazil Gayle, Isha Blender, Sammy Dread, Mystic Roots, CASE, Keith Murray, Native Music Rocks, 
The Baker Singers, Casper Lomaysava, Kelly Love Jones, and Walt Richardson. Dwayne has also 
performed at countless festivals, including the Park Pop Festival, Sierra Nevada Festival, New Orleans 
Jazz Festival, Ocean State Festival, Reggae Springfest, Rock al Parque Festival, Reggae on the Rocks, and 
the Mc Dowell Music Festival.  

             

*Note: Final musician lineup is subject to change based on booking dates and availability.  
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Night Groove Band  is ready to make your event 

extra special with a live professional musical 

production. Night Groove Band  has a big band 

sound with horns and is particularly well suited for 

special events. 

 

As our name implies, Night Groove Band is a 

variety dance band and we play the songs that will 

get your guests out on the dance floor. 

We are very versatile and play music for all 

ages, including major hit songs from most 

genres and eras (particularly R&B, Blues, Disco, 

Motown, Soul, Pop, Latin, Jazz, Rock, Pop and 

Standards). Night Groove Band brings a very 

professional production to your event and our 

close attention to exceeding your expectations 

is our #1 priority Night Groove Band is totally 

focused on ensuring that the music we bring to 

you will make a lasting impression for you and 

your guests. Take a tour through our website 

ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ άNight GrooveέΥ 

www.NightGrooveBand.com.   

 
Night Groove Band will work within your budget by 
offering a variety of Musician Line-ups. 
 

You CAN Afford High Energy,  
Live Music for Your Next Event! 

 

 

Venues 

Night Groove Band  has played at a variety of 

different events and venues including festivals, casinos, 

high-end resorts, corporate events, weddings, private 

parties, clubs, and corporate events.  Some of the 

events we have played in the past include: 

 American Dental Educators Awards 

 AZ Historical Society 

 Desert Botanical Garden 

 Desert Ridge Market Place  

 Gilbert Freestone Park ς Summer Concert Series 

 International Special Events Society (ISES) Awards 

 Mesa Concert in the Park Series 

 Tempe Marketplace 

On the Web 
 

Night Groove Band  can be found on the web at these 
popular web sites: 
 
Night Groove Band: www.NightGrooveBand.com 
Arizona Weddings:   www.arizonaweddings.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Night-Groove-Band/35796298691  
Gigmasters: http://www.gigmasters.com/coverband/NightGroove/  
MySpace: http://www.myspace.com/nightgrooveband 
Party Pop: http://www.partypop.com/Vendors/4254205.htm   
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/nightgrooveband 
 

 

Song List 
 
Attached to this press kit is the Night Groove Band  
Song List by genre.  The band is able to take special 
requests, as well.   
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